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| 5 ; | Thaiah VI. * | | 
Alſo 1 heard the Voice of the Lord, ſaying, - 
F Whom ſhall I ſend, and who will go for w? 
© Then I ſaid, Here am I, ſend me. 


OD being about to imploy the holy - 
Prophet as a Meſſenger to preach 
and propheſy unto his People, qua- 
M. lifies, and prepares, animates and 
encourages him to ſuch an important, but diffi- 
cult. Service, by making a glorious maniſeſta- 
tion of himſelf to him in Viſion ; of Which 
we have an Account in the beginning of this 
Chapter. According to which Account, Heaven 
it ſelf ſeemed to be opened to the Prophet, by 
the glorious repreſentation that was made thereof 
in the Temple, which was the Symbol of Hea-_ 
ven. Here he beheld the King, the. Lord of Hoſts, 


(which from Joby 32, 41, appears to be the Lord | 


ef us 
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of ba Glory,” Upon which the very Door-poſts of 


the Prophet thto Terror- and Amazement, and 


finfulneſs of the People among whom he dwelt, 


; 12 Lim, and I dwelt in the mid of 's Heng 


Ae. And furely ſuch a fight of God as will 
thus humble and abafe us, is an exceent prepa- 
-rative for our going into God's Service, and to 


for ſuch an high and holy Calling 


* An Ordination Sermon 
Feſus Chriſt) fitting upon a Throne, bigh and liſted 
ug, encompaſſed wich the Heavenly Hoſts af 
Seraphims ; paying their Adorations to bim, 
crying aut one to another, ſaying, Holy, boiy, 
boly,” # the Lord of Hut, the whole Earth A N 


the Temple were mowed, and the. Hauſe filed with 
Smoke, which was the Glory of Gad, as appears 
from 2 Chron. 7, x. But this was not «al the 
Effect of this glorious appearance ; for it ſtruck 


gave him fuch a fight of his finfulneſs, and g 


that it made him cty out, #s. in the 5th. verſe, 
Wo wu me, for I am undone, ' becauſe I am a” Man 


unclean. Lins, for mine Eyes baue [een the King, 
the Lord of Hoſts. In was the ſight of God, a 
lively apprehenſion of his Glory, and eſpecially 
of his holineſs, as it was proclaimed by the. An- 
gels, that filed” bim with ſuch an"abafing ſeuſe 
of his own, and the People's Sinfulneſs and Vile- 


neſs. And it is moſt certain that a ſpirizgal 
fight of God will fil any Man with ſurn an 
humble ſenſe of himſelf, kt had this Effect on 
Fob, (Chap. 42. F, 6) f have beatd of thee by the 
hearing of the Ear, hut how mine "Eye ſeeth thee: 
wherefore I abbor my ſelf, and repent, in Duſt and 


deliver his Meſſages to his People; for none but 
fuch as are ſelf humbled, and felt. abaſed, gte fi 
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ow the Prophet being brought to ſuch a 


God takes care, before he ſends him ſorth into his 
ſervice, to have him purified,' and cleanſed, and 
gives. him the comſortable Evidences of it; for 
Sbchold a Ek flies with a live Cual in hu Hand, 
which be had taken. um af the Altar, either of Ky 
cenſe.or that of burnt Offerings, for both had Fire 
# burning continually upon them (as Mr. Hew'y ob- 

ſerves) and laying the ſame on the Prophet's 
; Mouth, wh him, Hu Iniquity # token away, aud 
0 


Sin pur ged. From whence we may leuen 
chat ſuch as are to be Moſſengers of the Lord — 
Hoſts, that are to be God's Month unto che Pens 

le, and the People's Mouth unto God, ſhould 
4 2 both their Hearts and Lips, cleanſed from 
W theic Sin, they muſt be touched with, a Coal from 


Chrilt's Sacrifice, and the purifying Influences of 


his Spit it applied to them, ; before Jhey- om s 
bert his Name ame the People, - 


* 1 thus T have . briefly. taken Notice of this 
glorious Viſion, till I am come to that part of it, 


wich Coal from che Altar, and heating thoſe 
comfortable words from the miniſtring Spirit that 
was ſent unto him; he immediately head sno- 


upon a Throne 


high and lifted. up, faying, bor 


2 Wie wy Meſſages to {end io hisPeople, 


644 
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ſenſe n his unclean, and ſo his undone eſtate, 


the Alcar, that is, they muſt-have the Merits of a 


Sith 1 intend by the help of God more particu. 
aely co inſik upon. The Prophet being touched 


; ther Voice, even the Voice of the Lord, who ſat 
; in 1 ſend, and.who.wil:go for w4 It ſeems God 


chere muſt. be ſo me — 
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| ſpeaks, Rom. 10. 18. | 


Fob. 8. 50. And now God is deliberating wien 
himſelf who this Perſon ſhall be. The Interoga- 
tory manner of ſpeech ſeems to intimate as if God 


be ſuppoſed" of him whoſe Underſtanding is inf. 
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8 _ An Ordivation-Strmbtl. 
do deliver them; upon which there is a diving 
Council held, where the Three that bear record in 

Heaven, are deliberating and conſulting, For as 

it is well obſerved by Expoſitors, here is a fair in- 


of Perſons in the God-head, and yet the unity of 
the Godhead.— Whom ſhall 7 ſend ? in the 


Errands, or undertake to deliver his Meſſages, but 
_ thoſe whom be ſends; ' None may undertake the Wl 
ſacred Office of the Miniſtry, but ſuch as have 3 

Miſſion and Commiſſion from Chriſt. How ſhall WM 


- go for bim; go forth not only in his Name, but 
upon his Account, to promote his Cauſe, Intereſt 
and Glory. God's faithful Meſſengers, fuch as 
he ſends and approves of, don't go forth into his 


Glory, but the Glory of him that ſent them, in 


| neſs, and importance of the Service, and haw 
much God was concerned to have a proper and 


\{ 


timation of the Trinity, or at leaſt of à plurality 


ſingular, and who will go for ? in the plutal i 


Number, as in Gen. I. 26. Let ar make Man, Ce. 


' Whom ball 1 ſend? None bre to goon:God's 


they preach, except they be ſent? as the Apofile 


And who will go for a? Thoſe whom God ſends il 


Service from ſelfiſh Views and finifter Ends; but 
for the cauſe of God, they ſeek not their own 


imitation of their Mafter that went before them. 


was at à ſtand about the matter: but this may not 


nice ; but it ſeryes to intimate the difficulty, greats 
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ſuirable Perſon to undertake it, one that 'Was 
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for the Service; and diſpoſed to engage in j. 
-- "Whom ſhall I ſend, 2 who will go for w? Wherd 
is there a fit and proper Perſon: for me to ſend 


necompliſhed to deliver my Meſſages: unto the 
People, and who is diſpoſed to go for us? who is 
E ſpirited and inclined to undertake ſuch a difficult 
And thus much for the Inquiry God is making 
W in our Text, and the Import of it. N 


nin the next place we may obſerve the Prophet's 
W Reply thereto, Then I ſaid, Here am I, ſend me. The 
Prophet no ſooner hears God inquiring for one 
chat would go into his Service, and deliver his 
Mieſſages to his People, but he offers himſelf to it; 
ee preſents himſelf unto him, as one ready to en- 
© gage in his Service, and defires ke would accept 
= of him, Here am 1, ſend me. 
But why was the Prophet ſo ready to undertake 
& this Service, which he could not but know would 
be attended with a great many difficulties? Hemuft 
needs know that it was a difficult and dangerous 
Office' to be the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts 
eo a ſinful People: If he be faithful in delivering 
his Meſſages unto them, he knew from the expe-< 
rience he had had already, that altho* a number 
might hearken unto him, yet that multitudes would 
deſpiſe and reject his Meſſages unto them; that 
they would flight and deſpiſe him, that they would 
reproach and flander bim, that they would con- 
tradict and gainſay his Doctrines and Exhortati- 
ons ; and that he muſt deny himſelf many 
che Comforts of Wo, and 80 chro" many 1 | 
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ppon ſuch, important Servioe, who is qualified and 
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> ſhips and Uifficutcies; I ſay, conſidering the Pro? 
| phet muſt needs khowTomething of the difficul- 
ties that would attend this Service, why did he ſo 
_ readily offer himſelf to undertake it? Now the 
reaſon ty very plain and obvious: God had fas 
vouted the Propher with a glorious Vifen, HY 
- Fyts bad ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts; which 
hombled the Prophet, and fo far prepated; and 
diſpoſed him to engage in any Service that God 
ſhould call him to, without obje&ing any thing 
2gainft the difficulties and hardſhips he ſhould 
mert with therein, being convinced by that glori- 
ous and ſelf: humbling han that he ought to en- 
| gage in any Service God ſhould: call him to, and 
| that it was Honour ſufficient to be employed by 
this glorious King, however difficult and trouble - 
\* - *fome the Service might be. {torr 
8 Zur beſides this he had 5% Lips toucbed with a 
live. Coal from off the Altar, Which was hot 

only a ſign of his Ihiquities being taken awdy ; 
| but alſo of the ſpecial and bleſſed Influences 

| of the holy Spirit ppon His Soul. » When that 
Hve:Cval touched his Lips, the Holy © Ghoſt 
touched his Heart, and he was baptized” with 
it us With Pire t for it ſer him all in « flame 
of love to God, und "zeal for his Glory, that 
overcame all the difficulties and diſcouragements 
in the Service of God, ſo that he cbuld no 
ſooner hear the Queftion, Whom ſball I ſend, and 
who will go for #5? but he anſwers with all ima 
Zinable cheacfolheſs, bere am I, ford we. 
de Words fo latgely opened afford many 
Alſeful Obſervations; 1 ſhall mention only three, 
e e yory d =] 
** 5: „ | I. Goes 
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9 5 4 greatly expend to ee proper 2 ſuits: 
er/ons implezed in by Service, 10 I bs 
fu e by People, * 1 8 


** When. Ged has- any Meſſages fo 456 bs 
| Goſhel 10 2 le, ſuch, as are pre- 
pared for that Service 5 readily offer theme 
ſelves unto it, notwithſt A an ae 
and diſcouragements in the Pc 6D 


3. Our being propered, | TAN for GA 


ceult Service upon our being touched with IP 


abe pewrul Influences of the 2 Gbof, - * 


Dock. 1. G04 greatiy concerned to have proper 
and ſuitable Perſons. imployed in bis Service th 
. deliver bis lope ayto bis People, 1 $5 


Here let me ſay, as the Dorine implies, * 


, God hes ſome Errande, and Meſſer to fond 
to the Children of Men. 
That is, God has ſome things concerning 
| Himſelf, concerning his Being and Perſections, 
= concerning: his Works and his Wil}, to reveal 
unto us, which we can't come to the knowledge 
of, but 'by divine Revelation; and yet of infinite 
Importance to be known by us: and therefore 
God in tender Condefcention is pleaſed to ſend 
ſuch Meſſages to us, to inſorm us of what is 
neceſſaty to be known by us. Theſe therefore 
ate in general the Meſſages that God has ſent 
2nd n e ren of om -— 
8 
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' nice, that he is the God of Truth and without 
Igniquity, and juft and right is he: that he is 


he has laid help upon one that was mighty to 


the Righteous into Life eternal. „ 261.2860 
+ , Now theſe and ſuch like Meſſages God has 


to deliver theſe Meſſages unto the People, to 


& N 


that he is the true God, that he is the living 
God and an everlaſting King, that he is the Al- 
mighty God, and that his Underſtanding is infi- 


good and does good, and that the whole Earth 
is full of his goodneſs : that he made all things, 
and for his pleaſure they are and were created- 
That he made us and not we our ſelves, and that 
he made Man upright, but we ſoon ſought out 
many Inventions : but alchough we deftroyed our 
ſelves, yet in him was our Help found, and that 


fave; that he ſo loved the World that he: gave 
his only begotten Son for us, that whoſoever 
believeth on him ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
laſting Life. That Chrift was deliver'd for our 
Offences; and roſe again for our Juftification, 
and ever lives to make Interceflion for us at 
the right hand of God, and that he will make 
a ſecond and glorious appearance in the World, 
"ac which time, the Dead both ſmall and great 
ſhall afiſe, and appear before the Judgment ſeat 
pf Ehrift, to receive a Reward according to all 
things done in the Body: And that the Wicked 
ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but 


been and is ſending to his People, and which 
we have received from his Word and by the 
Miniſters of jt, who arg called the Meſſengers 
of the Lord of Hoſts, becauſs their Buſineſs is 


te dae an et 


e 


n = 
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of God unto them. 


ome from among our ſelves to deliver bu Meſſages, 
50 d:ſpenſe bu Word, and Ordinances unto hu People. 


Mouth immediately from Heaven: nor does he 
end it to us by the Miniftry of Angels, as he did 
the Law at Mount Sinai; but he commits this 
Affair unto Men among our ſelves, our Brethren, 


object to like Paſſions, Infirmities, and Im- 
Perſections as other Men. And now God or- 
ers it ſo, +: | . ne 
1. In merciful Condeſcention to ws, - that b Terror 
migbt not make ws afraid. | 

Such is the infinite Greatneſs of the divine Be- 


Ewe could not hear his Voice immediately with- 
out - the utmoſt terror and amazement. The Voice 
of the Lord, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 29 Pſal. 4, f. v po- 
erful, the Voice of the Lord u full of Majeſty. And 


the Law at Mount Sinai, that all the People 
intreated Moſes, ſaying, Speak thou unto ws and 
we will bear ; but let not God ſpeak with us leſt we 
die. Exod- 20. 19. SUD 


2. God does it to put upon Mem. AY 


Honour 


in bringing his Meſſages. unto his People, and 
in returning the Prayers and Praiſes of his Peo- 


our and happineſs to be his Miniſters, and 
be do his pleaſue, and to be ſent forth fe minifer 
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2. It may likewiſe be ſaid, that God imploys 


God don't deliver his Mind to us by his own 


ng, and with Him is ſuch terrible Majefty, that 


ſo terrible was his Voice when he delivered 


2 to him. The Angels look upon it as their 


Wpartakers of the ſame Fleſh | and Blood, and 


It is an unſpeakable Honour to be a Meſſen- 
ger of the King of Heaven, to be employed 


— _ - 
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Auto them that ſhall be Heirs, of Salvation. Heb. 1.3 
| And furely it muſt needs be « peculiar honour 

pnto Men, that any of them are imployed ig 
this ſacted Function. And God has no deut . 
a deſign herein to confer honour and reſpect o 
Man; for he has always been diſpoſed to do its 
he at ficft crowned Man with Glory: and Honour; 
and ſince the Fall he has through the infinite 
Riches of his Grace put the greateſt hand 
upon our Nature; for Chtiſt the Eternal Son of... 
God, who refuſed to take on him the Nature of WR. 
# Angels, became the Seed of Abrabam; Aud now 
| he is paſſed into the Heavens, he appears at the Wl 
{ right hand of the Father in our Nature, where 
all the Angels in Heaven worſhip him. a 
although they are all miniſtring Spirits to the 
| Saints, yet he puts this 'honour upon ſome of i 
q the Children of Men as to make them his Mei- 
| ſengers and Embaſſadors, Commiſſioning: chew NO. 
1 to preach the Goſpel, and to manage all the 
Affairs of his viſible Kingdom among Men. 
if  Altho” an Angel is ſent. to Carnalius, yet it is 
[ only to direct him to ſend for Peter, a Man like 
\ _ -himfelf, who had the honour of Preaching the 
| _ Goſpel to him, and ſhewing him the way -t0 
Salvation. A&. 10, But, 10). 25. 4 
God does is ta make eee 3 26 
The more weak the Inſtruments are that God 
makes uſe of, to bring about the Converſian 
ond Salvation of Sinners, the mate plain and 
conſpicuous is the Power of God in it. And 
the Glory of the work will be more readily gran” 
ted to him, and this is the Account the Apo 
gives ol the matter, 2 Cor. 4. 7. e have 56s. 


Treas 
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redſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellens | 
e Power may be of God, and not of 1 he 
nftruments being ſo weak makes it the more 
vident, that it is not by the Power of the In- 
Wcuments that any ate Converted, but by the 
Power of God. By this it will for ever appear 
hat although Paul plants and Apollo wen, Jet - it 
God that gives the Incrtaſt, »& nt 

3. God « greatly conctrued to bave proper ad 
ritable rr, imployed in bu Service, 10 deliver 
o Meſſages unto b People. 

un ſball 1 ſend, and who: will go for w?. ate” 
Words chat import! 4 . concetn of Mind about | 
e matte. 

For the clnting this Propoſition, thank are 
. roe ching that naturaly fall under conſidera- 


, DN... * wh » 
1. Who are proper Perſons to be tape in 
od's Service, to be his Meſſengets unto his 
Pedple, or what are the 9 ſor ſuch a. 
Service? 
2 How or hires 10 ene that God is greatly 
onoerned eo have fuitabls Perſons NT in 
is Service? 
3. #by he is ſo ind conterned "about i? 
But I muſt only juſt hint at theſe ching. 
Queſt. 1. io are proper and ſaitable Perſons io 
God's) Meſſengers unto bu People? What «it that 
fl qualify. — for tha” fare Office? © 1 
| Now without giving a particular Account ol 
ins that would qualify and accompliſh-. 
Men for the Miniſterial 1 ſhall: only ſay 
m'general, That a good' meaſure of ſpiritual Gifts, 
and Graces are the things * that qualify Mea to be 
God Meſſengers to by * gat e; Spi- 


iq 4. Ordination-Strmi . 
uuto them that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. Heb. T. T 
And forely it muſt needs be a peculiar honour 
pnto Men, that any of them are imployed ig 
this ſacted Function. And God has no doubt 
a deſign herein to confer honour and reſpect on 
Man; for he has always been diſpoſed to do its 
be at ficft crowned Man with Glory: and Honour, 
and ſince the Fall he has through the infinite 
Riches of his Grace put the greateſt honour 
upon our Nature; for Chtiſt the Eternal 8on oi 
God, who refuſed to take on him the Nature df 
Angels, became the Sed of. Abraham. Aud now 
he is paſſed into the Heavens, he appears at the 
right hand: of the Father in our Nature, where 
all the Angels in Heaven worſhip him. And 
although they are all miniſtring Spirits to the 
Saints, yet he puts this honout upon ſome of 
the Children of Men as to make them his Me- 
ſengers and Embaſſadors, Commiſſioning ben 
to preach the Goſpel, and to manage all the 
Affairs of his viſible Kingdom among Men. 
Altho” an Angel is ſent to Canedias, yet it is 
only to direct him to ſend for Peter, a Man like 
- himſelf, who had the honour of Preaching the 
Goſpel to him, and ſhewing him the way 80 
Salvation. 48. 10. Bur, ! 
3. God d is: ta make this Ne; Bess, 
The more weak the Inſtruments are that G 
makes uſe of, to bring about the Converſion 
ond Salvation of Sinners, the mote plain and 
conſpicuous is the Power of God in it. And 
the Glory of che work will be more readily gran 
ted to him, and this is the Account the pole 
gives ol the matter, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Ve have 50s. 
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Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excelens of _ 
the Power may be of God, and not of u, The 
Inftruments being ſo weak makes it the more 
evident, that it is not by the Power of the In- 

ſtruments that any ste Converted, but by the 
power of God. By this it will for ever appear 
that although Paul plants and Apollo watery, Jet - it 

God | that: gives the Increaſt, - e 

3. God « greatly conctryed to bave proper = 2 
rab e Perſons imployed in 1 rden, 14 deliver. 
bis Meſſages unto be People. 
Mbem ſpall 1 ſend, and 55. wil go for w2 ate” 


words that e & n concetn of Mind abo 
the matte. | 


For the this Probation, thanks are 
three thivgs chat 0 eur fall under en 


tion. 
proper Perſons to be pia in 


x. Who are 
God's Service, to be his Meſſengets unto his 
People, or what are the 3 ſor ſuch a. 
Service? - _ 

2 How or evans it appents that God is realy 
concerned to have fuiradle Perſons imployed i in 

his Service? 

3. #by he is ſo 0 N 0 it? 

* I muſt only juſt hint at theſe chings- 155 
Queſt. 1. io are pruper and ſaitable Pejſanz, 00 _—_ 
be God's) Meſſengers unto bu Peojle ? What « i that 
wil qualify, — for tba ſacred Office? © 
Now withour' giving a particular Account of 
thoſt things that would qualify and sccompliſn 
Men for the Minifterial 1 ſhall only ſay <A 
in gewetal, That a gend meaſure” of firitual Gif, 
and Graces are the” things © that qualify Men to be 
Gods Te 7 to by a n N 


„onen, © 
Spiritual Gifts, they enable Men to deliver 

the Meſſages of God to his People, and Graces 
_ ſerve to diſpoſe and incline Men to undertake 

the Service, and to be faithful in it. Perſons of 
but low Attainments in Gifes and Graces are not 
fit for ſo high and holy a Calling. The ſuita- 
ble Perſons for this ſacred Office are ſuch as 
having good natural Powers and Capacities, Ws ; 
have the ſame improved, and enlarged by c- 
quired knowledge: they are ſuch as have attained 
to a good degree of Knowledge and Learning, 
eſpecially in things Tpiritual : they are ſuch "as 
are well acquainted with the Scriptures, the 

great Doctrines, and Duties contained therein; 
and that have the Gift of opening, confirming Ws 
and applying the fame to others. Moreover, 
they muft be Men of 5 eat Wiſdom, and ſingular 
Prudence to manage ſuch a weighty and diffi- 
cblt. Ah. LATTE. © EEC oo 
But beſides: theſe things it is highly rect 
that they have an experimental Knowledge of God 
and Chrift, whom they are to preach-to ethers; 
and that they have their Souls inflamed Wien 
Love to them, and that they be filled with a ten- 
der compaſſionate Regard to the Souls of thoſe 
to whom they are ſent ; which may put them 
upon being true to the intereſt of Chrift their 
Maſter, and faithful to thoſe under their Charge 
In ſhort, for I may not enlarge, Men "os 
| Knowledge and Wiſdom, | Men of Faith, and N 
Prayer, Men of Humility and Charity, Mita of 
Patience and Self-denial, Men of Zeal aud tue 
Chriftian Courage, accompanied with an exems 
_ plary Life and Converſation, ats ſuitable Perſons 


his 
** Ae 
1 
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fo bs Meſſengers and Embaſſadors of Ekrift, and 
to minifter in holy things. 2 
Queſt. 2. How and wherein does it appear that 
God is concerned to have proper and ſuitable Perſimt 
imployed in by Service? | PT. 
An. 1. From the particular Direfions be bas give 
ts to the Dualifications and Accompli is of ſuch 
engage in the Service. VAR, Spas 
Thus we have a general Direction that they 
mould be clean that bear the Veſſels of the Lord. 
Iſa. 52. 11. And what 3 particular ' Deſcriptiott 
have we of the Qualifications neceſſary for 
Goſpel Biſhops or Minifters by the Apoftle 
Paul, 1 Tin. 3.21. 4 Biſhop then muſt be 
Wb lamelef, the Hwband of one Wife, vigilant; fobet, 
ed Bebaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to teach, 
Pr given to Wine, no ſtriker: not greedy of filthy 


eber ruleth well bis own Houſe, baving bis Childrens 
in fuß ect ion with all gravity. For if # Man know 
not bow to rule bu own Houſe, bow fball be take card 


ite 


od 


ns; 8 of the Church of God? Not a Novice, left being lifted 
uh e with Pride be fall into the Condemnation of the 
5 Devil. Moreover, be | muſt bave a good report of, 


them which are without, leſt be fall ine Reproathsg 
N Sand the (ſnare of the Devil. And fo in his Epiſtla 
co Tits, where telling him that he leſt him im 
S* Crete to. ordain Elders in every Eity, he pro- 
ol -<4; to ſay what Lind of Men they muſt be, as 
nd Wn Tim x, 8 And now theſe Qualifications 
of Mf Goſpel-Minifters being leſt on Setipture-Re⸗ 
us eord for the Direction of the Church in all Aget, 


em 


m* Bthews the Eoncetn God has, that there may v 
we [always proper and fuicable 1 imployed in 


4 


his Service, 
. : 5 7 I 


auf 
: F 


ere, but patient, not a brauler, not covetoms, offi 


438 As Ordinatzon-Sermon, 
Anf. 2. It may be argued from the Caution given 
about receiving any into thu ſacred Office. 
Thus in 1. Tim. 5. 22, Timothy is ſtrictly cau⸗ 
tion'd againft laying Hands ſuddenly on any Man : 
that is, he muſt not raſhly bring any into the 
Miniſtetial Office; but muft wait till he had 
ſufficient Proof of their being qualified and ac- 
compliſhed for that Service, before he ſhould pre- 
ſume to lay hands on them in ſolemn Ordination: 
the way of ſeparating to that ſacred Office, being 
by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. 1 Tim. 
4 14 4. TY *. 2 i 
t Anf. #; Again, It may be argyed from the-Prowi- 
ſion God has for the moſt part made, and bleſſed for 
| LEVY and training, up of Perſons for that ſacred 
Once: 15+» NN | * 
Wherever the Church of God has been fixed 
and ſettled, God has expreſſed his Concern ſor 
Having ſuicable Perſons imployed in his Service, 
by affarding for the moſt part ſpecial means to 
_ accompliſh them therefor, that is, by putting it 
into the Hearts of ſuch a People to ere. Schools 
and Colleges for Learning, wherein Perſons have 
been inftruted and duly. qualified for, and then 
called forth into this ſacred. Service. « 
Here I might ſay, that Moſes, who from his 
Birth was deſigned to be an eminent Prophet of 
the Lord,.was by the Providence of God favoured 


with a liberal Education, and was learned in all the Wi 


Wiſdom of the Egyptians, which was as conſiderable 
As any at that time in the World, and fo hy the 
concurring Influences of the holy Spirit, fan&i- 
Tying the ſame, he became mighty in words and in 
dtedi, as the Apofile tells us, AG, 7. 2: 
8 * . l | | a ©. And 


%* Q 
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And when God had ſettled his viſible Church 


the Iſraelitiſh Nation in the promiſed Land, he i 


ſhewed his Concern for their having well-quali- 
fied Prophets, and Preachers among them, by the 
Schools and Colleges that were erected, and ſup- 
ported for the educating and training up ſome of 
their Youth for that divine Imployment. Thus 
we often read of the Sons of the Prophets, (1 King. 
20. 35. 2 King. 2. 3.) which were young Men 
trained up under the Inſtruction of ſome elder 
Prophets; and theſe were doubtleſs Educated in 
Schools, and then in Colleges, from whence 
they went forth to Preach and Propheſy among 
the People. And there are fair Intimations of 
ſeveral ſuch Sgninaries of Learning or Schools 
= of the Prophets, one at Bethel, and another at Je- 
cbo, 2 King. 2. 3, 5. And another at Gilgal, 
(2 King. 4. 38.) of which Eliſha was Preſident, 
which was ſuch a' growing College in his Time, 
that they were obliged to enlarge their Buildings 
for the reception of the Scholars. (2 King. 6. be- 
gin.) And here I might obſerve, that this very 
Prophet Iſaiab, (if we may believe Jewiſh Tra- 
ditions) being of the Blood Royal,” had doubt- 
leſs peculiar Advantages for his Education, and 
his natural Parts, with his great Acquirements 
in Learning, being ſanRified, rendered him (as 
Mr. Pool obſerves) the Prince of all the Pro- 
© phets, and that there are more Quotations in 
ec the New. Teſtament taken cut of Iſaiab, than 
out of all the other Prophets. 
And ſince Chriſtianity has been ſet up in the 
World, God has after the ſame manner 


been ſhewing his concern, that there might be 


I 
- 
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ſnitable Perſons imployed in preaching the evers 
lafting Goſpel to the People. For altho” our 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for wiſe and good 
| nds, was pleaſed to make Choice of illiterate 
* for the firſt preachers and propaga- 

tors of Shriſtianity, preparing them for that 
Service, by pouring down the miraculous Gifts 
of the Spirit upon them; yet even theſe were 
for ſome Years training up for that Service, un- 
der the Diſcipline and Inſtruction of the beſt of 
Tutors, even Chrift himſelf,, And afterwards 
when the Church came to be ſettled, Men of 
Learning were improyed in that Service, and 
leans of Education were provided, and God has 
Bll along ſmiled upon ſuch Seminaries of Learns 
ing and Piety, by imploying for the moſt part, - 
boſe that have had their Education in them, in Wi ph 
his Service. They have been Fountains, when n1 
— have been kept clear and uncortupt, whoſe 


— 


Pray 


| 
| 


wW 
ſui 


—_— — — 


Pe 

treams have made glad the Churches of our 0 
God.. — Nay, and if we will but look back to 
the Apoſtles times, we ſhall find that the moſt 


—— —— — — ſ— — 


eminent of them all was prepared for his pecu« 
list uſefulneſs to the Church by his liberal Edus 
cation; I mean the Apoſtle Paul, who although: 
he was one as it were born out of due time, yet 
came not hebind the very ebiefeſt Apoſtles, and laboured 
more abundantly than they al; and there are mote 
of his writings left for the uſe; and benefit of the 
Ghored, than of any of the Apoſtles: And now 
God had an Eye to tha, doubtleſs, when he or- 
ered: jr fo in his proyidence, that he ſhould be 


Z brovgh vp in the Learning of chat Day, ......., 
; . r : 1 For 5 
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For (as one obſerves concerning him) his 
© Education was in the School of Tarſus at ficſt, 
& which was a little Athens for Learning; there 
© he acquainted himſelf with the Philoſophy 
© and Poetry of the Greeks: thence he was ſent 
to the Univerſity at Jeruſalem, to ſtudy Divini- 
de ty, and the Jewiſh Law + whoſe Tutor was 
od Gamaliel. . * | 0 f , | | 1. 4 | 1 

1 have inſiſted the larger upon this Head, to 
remove the unreaſonable pre judices any may 
have taken againſt Learning or learned Men, to 
ſee that God himſelf generally makes uſe of ſuch 
to build up his Church and Kingdom in the 
World, as being the moſt ſuitable Perſons for 
. ...  ne Gs o8 
Anſ. 4. God's concern to have ſuitable Perſons im- 
ed in bu Service, appears from the great Solem- 
nities that have been and are made uſe of, in ſetting 
* apart for, and bringing them into thu ſacred 
—ꝛ 33 
Thus, in what a ſolemn manner was Aaron 
and his Sons introduced into the prieftly Office, 
and the Tribe of Levi into the Service of the 


ſt deſcended in a 


1 ” a 


viſible 


— — 
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evident, that it is an Affair about which God i is 
e concerned. 
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viſible manner upon them in Cloven Tongues 
Fire, when they were praying together with one accor 


And altho' there is not at preſent any mira- 


culous Solemnity, at the ſending forth the ors 
dinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, yet even now 
they are to be ſet apart with ſuch ſolemn Faſt- 
ing and Prayer, and impoſition. of the Hands 
of the Presbytery, and with ſach a ſolemn and 
awful Charge from the Lord Jeſus, by the mouth 
of one of his Embaſſadors, as makes it very 


5. Laftly; God's Graces: elect 2hi-vieis 
may be argued from the. promiſe of bu continual pre: 


/ ence with them. 


When Chrift gave his Commillion to his Dit. 
7 to go and teach all Nations, &c. he concludes 


with this Promiſe, Lo, I am with you always, even 


to the end of - the World. Matth. 28. 20. Which 
muſt be underſtood of them and their Succeſſors 
in all Ages of the Church. And now his pro- 
miſing to be with them, ſhows his Concern for 
them. For this Promiſe of Chriſt's preſence, 
contains the Promiſe of his Spirit in all his 
minifterial Gifts and Graces, Qualifying and ac» 
compliſhing them for, as well as ename 


and ſucceeding them in their work · 


Queſt. 3 Why # God concerned about the Perſons 
to be med in bu Service, and 2 bo Us * 
unto by People? 

Hete I ſhall only fy. in a wy) 

- There being ſo few qualified for tba raft, Por 5 


Ihe eur of ou and the welfare of precious Souls, 


are 


un 2 
Fe ſeſſrient and very weighty Reaſons for God to be 
greatly concerned in thu matter, 


Ss The minifterial work is ſo great and difficult; 
that every Man is not fit for it, nor capable. of 


managing it. Few Men are equal to the Digni- 13 


ty, Difficulty and Importance of this ſacred Of- 
fice. Multitudes there are that have neither 
Knowledge nor Prudence, nor Grace enough to 
go through ſuch an undertaking. _ 

But yet the Honour ef Chriſt is greatly 1 | 
in baving ſuitable Perſons imployed in this Service. 

As it is for the Honour of a King to ſend ſuitable 
Embaſſadors, Men of Policy and Fidelity, to ap- 
pear for him in foreign Courts, and to imploy 
well qualified and faithful Officers to manage the 
Affairs of his own Kingdom; ſo the honour of 
Christ, that bleſſed and only Potentate requires that 
Men duly qualified be imployed as his Meſſen- 
gers and Embaſſadors to the Children of Men.— 
And it is certain that nothing tends more to the 
diſhonour of Chrift, than unskilful and unfaith- 
ful Officers in managing the Affairs of his viſible 
Kingdom: That is, in plain terms, nothing 
brings greater diſhonour to the Name of Chriſt, 
and that holy Religion he has ſet up, than igno- 
rant, looſe and ſcandalous Miniſters; and there- 
fore God may well be concerned about this 
matter. 

And then again, If we conſider the Deſign of 
the Goſpel. Miniſtry, and bow much the Salvation of 
Men's Souls depends upon the having kilful and faith- 
ful Guides, we * ſee the e. 15 God is fo 
concerned wheat 8 * 
I _ When 


2 


Na 


matter: ſo concerned as to take all proper 


44 # GER 50558 
When God ſends his Goſpel to à People ft # 
that they might come to the Knowledge and 
Obedience of the Truth, and be ſaved : but if 
Perſons unqualified for that Service be ſent-to 
preach the Goſpel, it will have the moſt nataral 
tendency to fruftrate-the gracions deſigns of God 
to ſuch a People. Perſons unaccompliſhed as to 
Gifts and Graces, for the minifterial Office, in- 


ſtead of advancing Religion, and promoting the 


Salvation of Men, they put a ſtop to it, and har» 
den Men in their Iniquities, and lead them inte 
Atheiſm, and Infidelity” And this is evident, not 
only from the natural tendency of the thingy 
but from too ſad and frequent experience of its 
in many parts of the Chriftian World. It is moft 
certain that an Ignorant, looſe, and debauched 
Clergy are ſome of the moſt powerful Engines 
the Devil has to ruin the Cauſe of Ehrift, "and 
deftroy the Souls of Men. Which are ſufficient 
Reaſons why God ſhould be concerned in this 


cares 
that ſuitable Perſons be put into Service, -and 


offerided, and diſpleaſed when others intrude and 


thruft themſelves into it. 

Doct. 2. When God b 4 Meſſage to Aw. bis 
Goſpel to ſend unto a People, alibo Me Service be Fi 
tended with difficulties and diſcouragements, yet ſuch 


as God bas Prepared for it, fon reagity offer Theme 


ſebves unto it, 


The Prophet denng band and qualified 


for the Service, did no fooner hear God fay, 
Whom ſhall 7 ſend, and who will go for an? but he 


anſwers, Here am I, ſend me. And this Example” 
is written for our InftcuRion, 1 


Deen e Sr 


* 
Herz 


* 9 
- 4 | | 


- , Þ» Or dinathol Slrmin, 
lt is nete let me ſay ,, 
and 1. God may ſometimes have muta to o der 
1 "Kod the Goſvet to ſend to fuch places as arg 

q attended wich grear difficuſties an | diſcourage. 

Ira nts. 

od mo Such, as are qualifled and crepared: for thit- 
2 Service, "Thould readily offet themſelves unto is 
n- ” 


@ notwithſtandi 
. God bas Heul Meſſages, oe? Meſſages ts 
er, are 4 with great diffculcies and 
eee 

The Work 1 the Miniftry in s in general, hielt 
is to deliver the Meſſages of God in his Word 
S unto his People, is a very difficult Service, and 
Wit is in Scripture compared to the moſt difficult 
S.abours and Services that Men ever engage in - 
Aid jc always requires 2 great deal of Skin, 
Prudence, Patience, Eourage, Conftancy and 
Reſolution, faithfully to Rifcharge the Duties of 
thar Office, But then, there are ſome. parts of 
this Office, fome Places and Perſons where, and 
to whom theſe Goſpel Meſſages are to be deli- 
vered, as are attended with peculiar Difficulties 


"og Diſcouragements. - .. | 
. The Nature of the age, may be ſuch a#t6 


e o diſfeult nd in il ſelf an undeſirable Ser | 


Vice- 44 
Thus, 25 theScripture is profitable for Reproof, * 
and Sorrecion, as well as for Doctrine and In: 2 
iep&ton ; ſo theſe Admonitions and Reprogh 8 
No be adminiſtred to - whom they be ; = 


1 5 are N charged to reprove, re 


exbort with all long-ſuffering and Doftrine, 2 £ 
e 2 


— * 


Im. 4. OY 


* : OT „ oe 
| © God may have Meſſages of Judgment inftead * 


8 the deſign of the Meſſage is to be a ſavor d 


| fee ye indeed but perceive not; make the Heart, of tbe 


£ 
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they muſt life up cheir Voice like a Trumpet; 
ſhewing to the Houſe of Jacob their Tranſgteſſion, 
and to I/rael their Sin. People muſt be plainly 
told of their. Faults, and ſharply rebuked for 
them; and this not only in a general way, bait 
there muſt be a perſonal Addreſs made. to them, 
telling them as Nathan did King David, Tho# art 
the Man. But now this is -a Duty attended with 
Difficulty : It was no doubt a hard Task to Na. 
than, and nothing leſs than the powerful Im- 
reſſion of a divine Command would have per- 
Fwaded: him to bring ſuch a Meſſage to the 
2. The Deſign or apprebended Effect of the. Meſſapi 
may be ſuch, as to render the Service very difficult and 
diſcouraging. © | 5 


. 


of Mercy to ſend to a People. When: a People 
have been incorrigible under former Reproafs 
and Counſels, God may then ſend a' Meſſenger 
in Judgment to them, to ripen them for. th 
Judgments he intends to bring upon them; an 


Death unto Death, and not of Life unto Life; it 
may be to make hard hearts harder, and blind 
Eyes blinder. A n 0 OS IL > PR 75 Sp fs 

And now it was ſuch à Meſſage God had to 
ſend to his People by the Prophet -1/ajab, as ap- 
pears from the following Words to my Text, Go 
and tell my People, Hear ye indeed but underſtand not, 


Peeple fat, and "mak their Ears heavy, and ſhut their 
Eyes, leſt tbey ſee with their Eyes, and bear with 
their Ears, and underſtand with their Heart; and co: 


es 0.0 =» 2= > 2, ern ges Szene F 1202.6] 


- welt 
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D#t; and be bealed. And this muſt: needs be a 
melancholy Errand indeed, and might well fill a 
Man with fecret Horror and Dread at the thought 
of being the Inftrument of ſuch an awful Judg- 
r e 
3. Again, 4 great deal of difficulty may ariſe from 
22 and " Perſons to whom theſe Meſſages may. 
. 6 ent. 33 | . „ i 3 "FR 443 n F 
5 God ſometimes. needs Meſſengers to go into 
foreign Sountries, and to à ftrange Land, to a 
People of a. frange Speech, and of a bard Language, 
whoſe Wordt we cannot undetffand. He may have 
occaſion to, fend to-barbarous and uncultivated 
S Nations, where we muſt take leave of the De- 
© lights and Comforts of Life, which muſt deedds 
enger the Service difficult, and the Undertaking” 
dangerous, to ſuch as conſult their preſent Eaſe 


© 


worſe” than all this, God ſometimes ſends to a 
hardened, wicked and obftinate People, that diſ- 
regard all the Meſſages of God, and abuſe his 
Meſſengers: that are ſent unto them. God may 
ſend Meſſengers to ſuch a People, as he ſent the 
ProphetEzekiel to, of whom God himſelf declares, 
that they were a rebelliow Nation, they and their Fa- 
thers, impudent Children, and ftiff- hearted 5 and his 

living among them is repreſented, living with 
Briers and Thorns, and among Scorpions, Ezek. 2. 
begin, God may have .occaſion to ſend Meſſen- 
gers to ſuch as deſpiſe the Goſpel, the Ordinan- 
ces and the Miniſters of it, that will ſcoff at them, 
and revile and abuſe them, that will gainſayand © 
oppoſe them, which muſt needs render the Ser- 


vice very difficult, dangerous and diſcouraging- 
** ares. | D 2 <, 2 Not- 


— 


and Pleaſure. Furthermore, and that Which is 


. Nermitöſtending the 


ſuch as bare. not had à liberal Educatio 


ſuch a Hature pointe 


Sod, and the relation be Nee ol n 
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difficulties and diſcourages 
. of. any of God's 


ments that may attend the 


2 jet ſuch a4 are furniſhed and prepared. far 
e 


Service ſhould not be backward, but be very ready 


* 


I ſay, ſuch as are-furniſhed and repared for 
ſuch Service: for it is not expecte 7 „ ps 


and wan to engage in it. * 


that others ſhould offer themſelves to 


for 
ther advantages for gaining, che coiniegtal 
any other advantages aining the-minifter 
Gifts of the Spirit, for chem to. offer to under 
take fuch difficult Service, would ſlew: | 
Pride, Ignorance and Preſumptiom rather than 
an hearty Zeal for the Glory of God. And the 
beft n that can be made of ſuch 
over-forwardneſs is their having 6 Ztal but. nat d= 
cording to Enowledge, e. 
Bur ngw, as for ſuch as God has accowpliſhe 
for this Service; whenever there is a Service 

| d ont by Providence, 
the Voice of Providence (for no 3 Yoice 
is to be expected) ſeems to be, how ſball I ſend, 
and who will go for ; ſuch ought to anſwer. 45 
readily. as the Prophet, Here am 1, ſend me. We 
ſhould: be ready, to every good Work we are. 
capable of and called unto, notwithſtanding the 
difficulcies that may appear in the Way If we: 
apprehend it is. the, Will of God that we ſhould 


£0 into ſuch s Service, we muſt not confer with 
_ Fle 


ſh' and Blood, but muſt ſurmount all the diffi« 
culties, and chearfully engage in it, And chat 
we ought to do ſo will appear abundantly evi- 
ent, if we conſider the abſolute Sovereignty of 


ator 


1 


ſhew their 


een ene nee eee 


n 
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— and prelerver, of a Redeemer and Sa- 
Wour, and if we conſider our abſolute dep 
nce upon him, for Life and Breath, an 

that we enjoy in the preſent World, 

9 ardon and Grace, and eternal Life in the 
otld that is to come. I fay, if we conlider. 
theſe things, with all the Arguments they carry 
in them, we ſhall fee ſuch Perſons to be under 
infinite Obligations to undertake the moſt diffi- 


dle Service, that God ſhall call them 2 80 


articular conſideration of thoſe 15 


But * 'P 
muft py 
295 


aſed to 
Exe - 


depends upon 
ig med with, x wg . the Holy Chit. 
phet © by ma 5 . a live-Coal rom 
the rig which cleanſed: him from the Guile 
and Filth of his ps and ſo prepared and diſ- 
ſes bim, to ſay as in our Text, Here am 1, 
Fai bes, co fox aw/in our Tex , this live- 
— i the Holy Shot, which was ve 
W and ſenſibly conveyed to him in 
Influences of it, at that time. The 
155 no doubt, was a good Man before 
1 really under the gracious Influences 

Holy Spirit: but 2 not to ſuch a de- 
bake as to prepare him for, or diſpoſe him ſa 
readily to a Compliance with, x 444 4 difficult 
Service. But at the ſame time the Coal conch- 
ed his Lips, the Holy Ghoft touched his Heart, 
and gave him new Light, new Zeal,. and new 
Fe! that hs 1 * Here am 1, ſend fret 


N Of em, 
And this it is with all that are ſpirited tc Sf. 
gage in difficult Service, to go into any uncut 
vated parts of the Vineyard, that are very hard 
and troubleſome to ſubdue. It is owing to their 
being touched with a Soal from the Altar, to 
the more powerful Influences of the Spirit, qua- 
ifying "therefor, | and animating and exciting 
ereto. rn 1 N 12 24 1 
*- Under this Doctrine, I mighe for the Illuſtra⸗ 
tion of it obſerve, That Men naturally are un- 
prepared for, and indiſpoſed to do any Service 
r God, and that even good Men are very dull 
and. backward at going into ſach Service as Is 
attended with very peculiar difficulties ; and fo 
conſequently, that it needs the more powerful 
Influences of the bleſſed Spirit to prepare Mens 
minds and incline'their Hearts to engage there- 
ith; And ſo 1 might ſhew, that all that 'Know- 
ledge, all that Skill, Wiſdom and Prudence, alt 
that Faith, that Humility; that Patience and 
 Self-denial, -and the like, which are ſo neceſſary 
to fit and accompliſh Perſons for the miniſterial 
Work, are from the Spirit of God, and ste de- 
+ _elared to be the fruit of the Spirit. And not on- 
ly fo, but all thoſe Diſpoſitions and Tnclinations 
and Deſires, that are in any to undertake and 
engage in ſach Services for God as are attended 
with peculiar difliculties and diſcouragements 
are from the ſelſ- ſame Spirit. It is he that in- 
ſpires our Souls with a Love to God and flaming 
Teal for his Glory, and with the moft compaſſio- 
nate Love and Concern for the Souls of Men, 
that will put us upon engaging in difficulties; 
and enduring hardſhips for the advancing Reli 
TY 1” gion, 


* { 


nothing leſs than the powerful Influences of the * 
Spirit can accompliſh Men for, and diſpaſe them _ ' 


vice of preaching the Goſpel to all Nations, when 


and to his Grace and Spirit, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 1 las 
> boured more abundantly than 
race of God that was with me. 


5 


1% 5 comcerned to have ſuitable Perſons imployed in 
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gion, and. promoting the Salvation of Men; For 


1 


to engage in, or to be faithful in the Diſcharge 
of ſuch difficult Services. | 
The Apoftles being ſo wonderfully accom 
pliſhed for, and ſpirited unto the difficult Ser- 


they met with ſuch oppoſitions, and run thro" 
ſuch dangers, and endured ſuch hardſhips, who 
was it from, but from the Holy Ghoſt, the Pro- 
miſe of the Father, which was in ſuch a won- - 
derful manner pouted out upon them? And be 
Apoſtle Paul accordingly aſcribes it all to God * 


5 
„ Mt. and _ . 


they all, jet not I, but the 


But 1 muft have done, for it is more: thay” | 
time that I come to the i 


2, IMPROVEMENT. + 
as, Infer. How thankful bos ld we be to God - bit 


bu. Service! 


It is an unſpeakable Mercy to have able, nd 
faithful Minifters, and we are to adore the good- % 
nels of God, eſpecially to the Churches of New- | 
England, that he has taken ſuch particular Care | 
of them, as to furniſh them from time to time, 
with Paſtors after his own. Heart, to feed bis 1 
People with Knowledge and Underſtanding. And - 
3 continue our Prayers to the Father of 4 
Lights, that he would till continue his 2 1 
1 8 wy 


* 
* 
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Cate of his Churches, that they may always 
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enlightened with burning and ſhining Lights. N 
In. 2. Since God z concerned to have ſuitable Per: 


| ſons imployed in the Miniſtry, hence Miniſters and 


People ſhould be concerned and careful who they call 
2 thu ſacred Office. _ 0 2 9 1 
© © Got's being concerned about the matter, ſhews 
chat it is a matter of great Importance, and that 


every one ought to be carefal and cautious, not 


ſudden or precipitate in ſuch a matter- The 
advancement of 8 * depends very much up- 
on their having wile and faithful Minifters im- 
foyer in it. A People therefore ſhould be. well 
Yatisfied of a Man's Qualifications for this ſacred 
Office, before they call him to it; and Miniftery 
muſt lay Hands ' ſuddenly on Man, but be w 
ſatisfied of their minifterial Gifts and Graces, be- 
fore they ſeparate them to that holy Function. 

In. 3. How ſhould ſuch as art defigning for a en 
tring into this Service, he concerned about themſelves, 
to fo that they, be ſuch ar God approves of, and 
ailing to imploy in ba Service! © ä 
Sutely ſuch ſhould be fo concerned in this mats 
ter, as to examine themſelves very firialy, 0 
ſee if they find any minifterial Qualifications 
them; and ought not to preſume fo far as to 
undertake ſuch an important but difficult Service 
before they have good grounds to think chat 
God by his Spirit has furniſhed and accomplifit- 
ed them in ſome meaſure for it. None are to g6 
except they be ſent; and we may depend up 

it, that God never ſends. any into his Seryic 


Ss. 
that hs has not qualified and aogomplified forks 
= 5 2 * In. 44 
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EM 
T In. Ougbt thoſe whom God: bas prepared of ba 4 
Service, readily. to offer themſelves to it when he call. 


them, bow difficult. and in of Low the Service Hay | 


be ? bertce then it j matter_of Lamentation, that thets 
& ſuch a backwardnefs to ſuch Servic, 
When we conſider the worth of precious 2 
immortal Souls, and the infinite Price the Son 
God has laid down for the Ranſome of thettiy - 
even his own moft precious Blood, and that this 
Sacrifice which Chriſt has once made of himſe 
is of infinite Value, and ſufficient for the whole 
World: And when we. conſider that God is wil« 
ling to be reconciled. to every repenting and 
believing Sinner, and accordingly invites all to | 
= come to him, declaring, that whoſoever will, may #1 
= come to the Waters f Life freely; 1 ſay, when we 4 
W conſider theſe things, it muſt needs appear 
very lamentable thing, when there are. not. fou 
thoſe that will carry this - joyful News tö the 
Children of Men, and bring them the Invica- 
tions of Grace and Mercy that are proclaimed 
in the Goſpel. Shall God ſo love the World, as 
to give his only. begotten Son for it, and ſhall _ 
Ehrift not think. his Life too-dear to lay down = 
for us! and ſhall we think it much to be at forme 
Pains, and to part with ſome of the Comforts of 
the preſent Life, to carry the everlaſting Goſpel 
to them? What a lamentable thing is this Oh 
what want of dove to God, what want of Zeal 

his Glory, and of Compaſſion for our Fel- 
w-Creatures, diſcovers it ſelf in ſach a back- 
—_ 9 e 
In. Since it 1 Men's bring touched with the 
eli Influences of the both Gloſt, that they are 
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are and di poſed to ſurb di alt Shre 
ol 19 5 Nas we to pray 1 the Spiric 
might be poured oy. more plemifuly upon the Cond. 


Nothing would ſerve more for the endelig 
Ge Nie of Chrift, and for the enlarging the 
order: of his Kingdom, than to have a Num- 


r Fa & up, 1 4 * for, and ſpirited ro 80 
Kg to C 


's Setvice, to carty the Goſpels 

e to thöſe that have not as yet receive 
them. And one way that we are to ſhow eu 
concern fot the Intereft and Glory of Christ, is 
to prey, that His, Spirit may be poured down up- 
on the Candidates for the Miniſtry, preparing 


them for, aud difpoting chem to what Service: 


Chriſt may have for them to do. The Spirit's 
8975 as the Anſwer of Prayer; and we may 

Say Vi in our Prayers of this kind, bes 
cauſe we may be aſſured that ſuch Prayers are 
Weckt, to his Win. And ib 4 the C 
we bare, that if we al any thing according. #0 bi 


"h be hearerh. . 
2 In, How thankful f e be, and 2050 ths 


of it to . 7 when any art fo touched with 


the 1 115 2 "of the Holy Spirit, as to be pre- 
pared, ond ts erage is the! Wrotg. 
18 ek Mini 4 4M: he 1 fs attended n he 


cult and diſc couraging Ci rcumſtantes. R 


This is the way by which, God inlarg 
Ein om. and makes way for bringing in 
Ele& in all parts of the World, by raifing up # 


b 


Wpiciting one and another to carry the everlalts 


g Goſpel to them. And therefore, if we-are 
a "conterhgd for the adyancement ofthe 
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Fipgzom and Intereſt of Chriſt, and if we = 1 
y. Concern for the Salvation of Men, 2 61 
be A baaklul to God when any are ſpirited to go 
into his Service, acknowledging to bis 
—5 that all accompliſhments for, and Inclina- 
| to undertake fuch a Service come from 
im, and are the effect of the powerful Operatir 
— "of the Holy Ghoſt upon their Souls We - 
ſhould bleſs God for all the Prophets of old chat 

od raiſed up, and ſent forth, and for the holy + 
poſtles, and | Gor all the faithful Minjſte's of the 
Goſpel: for if they had not been touched with n 
Coal from the Altar, with the quickening, ſancti- 
fying, and encouraging Influences of the Hol! 
Spirit, we ſhould all have been under Heathenif] 
darkneſs, periſhing for lack of viſion · 

I ſhall now conclude with apply ing what bas 
been ſaid, to the People of this place, and to the 
occaſion of this ſolemn meeting together, 

God in his ſovereign Providence has ſettled you 
in a very fruitful part of the Land, and upon 
outward Accounts it may be ſaid, that the Lines 
are fallen to you in a pleaſant place, and he has 
given you 2 goodly heritage; but you have been 
on ſpiritual Accounts, that you have not 
had fuch 8 Dlencifol Enjoyment of the Goſpel and 
the bleſſed Ordinances of it. And more unhappy, 
— A have not been ſo ſenſible of the want 

nor ſo concerned as you ought. to haye 
— the enjoyment of ſuch unſpeakable Pri- 
_— or ac leaſt, ſuch a Number ag to ſupport 
the Goſpel among you. Your Caſe has been pitied 

by your Chriſtian Friends, and many Prayers 


* 4p 10:66; eee e for 
A you, 
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you and many Endeavours uſed that you might 
not be any longer as Sheep without a Shepherd. 
And it has been a great eoncern among the 

eople of God, and eſpecially among the Ems 
aſſadors of Chriſt, to have a proper and ſuirable 
| Perſon ſent among you. And we may ſuppoſe, 
od himſelf has been concerned in this matter, 
and that a Council has been held in Heaven 
ppon it, ſaying, Whom ſball 1 ſend, and who will 
go for sf Such have been the difcouragements 
the way, that it has been difficult to find 
ſuicable Perſon to engage in this Service. But 
the God of the ſpirits of all Fleſh, that - God 
who has the Hearts of all in his own Hands, 
und can turn them as the Rivers of Waters are 
turned, has fourd out'a Man for you, uniting 
your Hearts in him, and inclining his Heart to 
undertake this difficult Service among you, an- 
ſwering with the Prophet, Here am I, ſend me, 
and who is at this time to be ſet over you in the 
Lord, to whom I would now in the firſt place 
»pply my ſelf _ 


And DEAR SIR; 1 AN 
] would aſſure you that it is with uncommon 
gelight, and unfeigned thankfulneſs to God, that 
We "ſee you ready to pndertake this difficult and 
Lu portant Service, that God in his Providence 
js calling you unto: We re joyce that God, whom 
de conclude, has from the beginning deſigned 
pon jo be his Meſſenger unto his People, his 
| Been in the gourſe of is Proyidence firing and 
1 you for jt, by not only che Religious, 


Var ths 5 E9upaion that be has afferged 1 
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Aud now we hope and truft that he has in 
ſome meaſure prepared you for his Service, as 
he did the holy Prophet, for that which he 
called him unto. We truſt that you have had 
ſuch a ſpiricual ſight of the King, the Lord of 
Hoſts, as to fill you with humility and ſelf- 
abaſement, and that God has now touched you 
with a Coal from the Altar, that he has touched 
your Heart with his Grace and Spirit: that it 
is from a Heart full of Love to God and the 
Lord Jefus - Chrift, and with the higheft Con- 
cern for the advancing his Kingdom and In- 
tereſt, and out of-a ſincere Love, and tender 
Eompaſſion to the Souls of Men, and to this 
People in particular, that you are now ſurcen- 
dering up your ſelf, into the Service of Jeſus 
Sprit among them. 

The work of the miniftry has its difficulties 
in every place, but it will be attended with pe- 
culiar difficulties in this place; and it will require 
uncommon degrees of Knowledge, of Wiſdom 
and of Grace to manage it aright. I don't fay 
this to diſcourage you from your 
but only to quicken you unto frequent and 
earneft ſuits to God in Faith and Prayer, who is 
able to ſupply all your needs, according to his 


_- coutaged from the Troubles, the Trials, and the 
Temptatiom you may have the proſpect of, 
but encourage your ſelf in the Lord your God, 

remembering that Chriſt who ſends you, is ready 


pe " ſufficient. for you, and therefore if at any 
Fime your Heatt be overwhelmed with trouble, 
3 | 2 . 4 * 
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dertaking, 


riches in Glory by Ehrift Jeſus. Don't be diſ- 
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let it only lead ye 


The Advice of) Ohr Saviour to his Diſciples 


calm and peaceable way, not ſhewing Anger or 


pentance to the acknowledging of the truth. ? 
by your Example; exhibit to chem in your Life 


85 will not at firſt hearken to your | Preacnings 


to the Rock that is higher 


than you- 


when he ſent them forth; Matth. 10. 16. e ge 
wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs a, Doves, is peculiag- 
ly proper for you : A wiſe and a prudent Cons 
duct, and a harmleſs Life and Converſation, will 
be abſolutely ' neceſſary ſor the ſucgeſsful Ad- 
miniſtration of the Aﬀairs of Chrift's Kingdom 
in this place. Be frequently then applying you! 
ſelf to the Father of lights, and the God of 
Grace, that he in whoſe Name you go forth, 
would counſil, direct, and affift you at all crimes. 

| You muſt teach and aſſert with all boldneſs, 
the Doctrines and the Duties of che Goſpel, and 
muſt endeavour to convince Gainſayers z but fog 
liſh and unlearned Queſtions you muſt avoid; 
knowing that they gendet ſtriſe. And even your 
aſſerting and maintaining the Truths of the 
Goſpel to thoſe that oppoſe jt, muſt be in 8 


Paſſion; fgr the Servant of the Lord muſt not frive, 
but be gelle to all Men, be apt to teach, and 
patient under all Oppoſitions he meets with, in 
meekneſs inſtructing: - thoſe that oppoſe them - 
ſelves, if God peradyenture will give them Re- 


And O,gndeavonr to recommend your Docteines 


an Fxample of Faith, and Patience, of HumNlicy, 


may be won by your: good Converſation -an 
* And 


ranger 82 8 2 
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And now be firong in the Grace chat is in 
ebrilt Jeſus, and — hardneſs as a good Sol- 
dier, patiently bearing all the Fatigues and Diffi- 
Gultics, and the Reproaches that you may meet 
with. And remember to imitate. your Mafter, 
ho when he was whe yes reviled not again; 
| 't be difcouraged, * pig ſhould not meet 
wich great . Succeſs at +-in che Morning 
ſow thy Seed, and in the Evening withhold not 
thine Hand, for thou knoweſt not which halt | 
proſper, whethes this or that. The Diſciples had 
toe alf Night and got nothing, but in the 


Morning they caught an great number. If your 
args be but ſmall, the latter end may be 


Fay of 


ly . increafed. But if after all you ſhould 
of the —_ Succeſs, yet if you are: faich- 
fol _ * ur Labour wil not be in 
Vain as to you Iſuei ſhould not be gather - 
ed, yet — * glorions in the Eyes of the 
Lord: > Your- Judgment will be with the Lords 
and your Reward: with your God: 2 
I ſhalt have done, when. I have addreſſed my | 
elt very briefly to the Flock and Congregation 
chat uſualſy aſſembles in this Place. 

And now dearly beloved in our Lord Feſus, we 
kemrtily rejoyee with you, that the Prayers and 
the charitable aud pious Contributions of God's 
People, and the faithful- Endeavours of bis Mi- 
tifters have been ſo fat bleſſed, as to make way 
for your gathering into # Church- ftate, and to 
have the Goſpel and the N N . 
tled mot 2 2 . 
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And now as to ſuch of you as are abt 
give up your ſelves firſt to God, and then to 
one another in 2 ſolemn Covenant; O 
that you do it with all humility, with all fer 
ouſneſs and ſincerity, remembring that you have 
to do with a holy and a jealous God, that ſear- 
ches all Hearts, who cannot be deceived, and 
won't be mocked. And now ſee to it, that 
with all Love and Thankfulneſs you receive 
him that is coming to you in the Name of. the 
Lord. The Voice of the Lord has been, Whom 
ſhall 1 ſend, and who will go for , For many 
Years none have been willing to undertake, but 
now at length, God has raiſed up one, who 
anſwers with the Prophet, Here am I, ſend me. 
Now therefore receive him as one ſent of God 
unto you, as a Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, 
receive him as 2 precious Gift of our aſcended 
Saviour, and as one that. comes in his Name, 
veſted with Power and Authority from him, and 
pay him the Love, the Reſpect, and Obedience 
that is due to an Embaſſader of Jeſus Chrift, 
_ Give your diligent Attendance upon his ſacred 

Miniſtrations, receive his Counſils and Inſtruckt⸗ 
ons that are agreeable to the Word of God, as 
the Voice of God unto you: and take heed 
how you hear: and ſee that you attend with 
Reverence and Devotion on the divine Ord 
nances: take heed that you don't grieve him 
by an unſuitable and diſorderly walk, or by ok 
fering any Contempt to God's Houſe, his Day, 
his Miniſters, his Word, and his Ordinances; 
See that you eſteem him very highly in Love 
ſor his work's ſake, do what you can for bus 


> Au Ordination-Seriiel. At, 
comfortable ſupport among you, and if he fowg © 
unto you ſpiritual things, don't think it hard 
if he reaps of your carnal things, 


Furthermore, make it your daily practice td 
pray for him, and ſtrive together in your Prayers 
to God for him, that he may be an able | 
Minifter of the New-Teftament, and that he 
way come to you in the fulneſs of the ble ſfing 

of the Goſpel of Chriſt. N 


In a word, take heed that you receive tit 
the Grace of God in vain, for now Chriſt is 
come unto you by his Minifter, you will have 
no Cloak for your Sin, and how will you eſcape 

if you neg 5 great Salvation mu we hope 
better things of yon, even things that accompa=* 
ny Salvation. In Wot, ve ſhall not ceaſe 
to pray for you, that God would bleſs yon with 
all ſpiritual Bleflings in heavenly places in Chrift 
Jeſus ; that you may be increaſed with all the in- 
creaſings of God : and that there may be daily 
Additions made unto you, of ſuch as ſhall be 
ſaved. And we do e with Faith and | 
Fervency commend you to God, and to the word of _- 
bu Grace, which i able to build you up, and to give 

vun an Inheritance among all them that are ſanftified, 
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